The Humanity of Sam Gamgee by Rosenberg, Jerome
Volume 5 
Number 1 Article 3 
5-15-1978 
The Humanity of Sam Gamgee 
Jerome Rosenberg 
Follow this and additional works at: https://dc.swosu.edu/mythlore 
 Part of the Children's and Young Adult Literature Commons 
Recommended Citation 
Rosenberg, Jerome (1978) "The Humanity of Sam Gamgee," Mythlore: A Journal of J.R.R. Tolkien, C.S. 
Lewis, Charles Williams, and Mythopoeic Literature: Vol. 5 : No. 1 , Article 3. 
Available at: https://dc.swosu.edu/mythlore/vol5/iss1/3 
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by 
the Mythopoeic Society at SWOSU Digital Commons. It 
has been accepted for inclusion in Mythlore: A Journal of 
J.R.R. Tolkien, C.S. Lewis, Charles Williams, and 
Mythopoeic Literature by an authorized editor of SWOSU 
Digital Commons. An ADA compliant document is 
available upon request. For more information, please 
contact phillip.fitzsimmons@swosu.edu. 
To join the Mythopoeic Society go to: 
http://www.mythsoc.org/join.htm 
Mythcon 51: A VIRTUAL “HALFLING” MYTHCON 
July 31 - August 1, 2021 (Saturday and Sunday) 
http://www.mythsoc.org/mythcon/mythcon-51.htm 
Mythcon 52: The Mythic, the Fantastic, and the Alien 
Albuquerque, New Mexico; July 29 - August 1, 2022 
http://www.mythsoc.org/mythcon/mythcon-52.htm 
Abstract 
A brief analysis of Sam’s character and its realistic, human qualities. Argues that he provides the 
necessary “key to a commonplace reality which allows the reader to relate to the otherwise alien 
environment [...] and to identify with it.” 
Additional Keywords 
Tolkien, J.R.R.—Characters—Sam Gamgee; Tolkien, J.R.R. The Lord of the Rings, Bonnie GoodKnight 
This article is available in Mythlore: A Journal of J.R.R. Tolkien, C.S. Lewis, Charles Williams, and Mythopoeic 
Literature: https://dc.swosu.edu/mythlore/vol5/iss1/3 
I  w as t a l k i n g  a b o u t  —  t h e  w a r r a n t  t h a t  W il l i a m s  
h a d  f o r  p u r s u i n g  t h e  t a l e  b e y o n d  t h e  w i th d r a w a l  
o f  v i s i o n ,  o u t  i n t o  t h e  l i g h t  o f  o u r  p l a i n  l i f e  
i n  h i s t o r y .  W il l i a m s  a v o id e d  t h r e e  t r a p s  w h ic h  
h e  m ig h t  e a s i l y  h a v e  f a l l e n  i n t o  a t  t h e  e n d .  He 
m ig h t  h a v e  l e f t  i t  a t  m ere  v i s i o n  an d  t h e  w i t h ­
d r a w a l  t h e r e o f ,  w h ic h  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  s e n t i m e n t a l ;  
o r  h e  m ig h t  h a v e  h a d  t h e  w h o le  t h i n g  f a l l  a p a r t  i n  
m e r e ly  s o r d i d  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n ,  w h ic h  w o u ld  h a v e  
b e e n  m o d e rn ; o r  h e  m ig h t  h a v e  w ra p p e d  i t  a l l  up 
t i d i l y  a n d  r e f l e c t e d  on  i t ,  w h ic h  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  
m o r a l i s t i c .
B u t h e  d i d  n o n e  o f  t h e s e ,  b e c a u s e  n o n e  o f  
t h e s e  i s  t r u e .  W il l i a m s  a lw a y s  h a s  p l a i n  hum an 
l i f e  f o r  h i s  t o u c h s t o n e .  How d o e s  l i f e  w o rk ?
How s h a l l  we s p e a k  t r u l y  a b o u t  o u r  e x i s t e n c e ?
I f  t h e r e  i s  a  w o r th y  s y l l a b l e  i n  t h e  w h o le  o f  t h e  
A r t h u r i a d ,  th e n  we s h a l l  f i n d  t h a t  t h i s  f i n a l  p i c ­
t u r e  o f  L o g re s  a s  b e in g  o f f e r e d ,  a s  i t  w e r e ,  to  
w hom ever w i l l  c a r e  t o  b e  o n e  o f  t h e  co m p an y , i s  
v e r y  much o f  t h e  e s s e n c e .  I t  i s  o f  t h e  e s s e n c e  
o f  p l a i n  l i f e ,  an d  o f  W i l l i a m s 's  h a n d l i n g  o f  t h e  
m a t e r i a l s ,  s i n c e  a l l  t h e  im a g e s ,  s p l e n d i d  o r  
s m a l l ,  r i s e  t o  t h a t  p o i n t  among t h e  sum m er s t a r s  
w h ic h  so  f a r  fro m  b e in g  ro m o te  fro m  u s , i s , a l a s , 
t h e  p o i n t  w h e re  we m u s t f i n d  o u r s e l v e s  o r  e l s e  
c h o o s e  G om orrah . T h e se  im a g e s  —  B o r s , P e r c i v a l e ,  
a n d  G a la h a d ;  C a m e lo t ,  C a e r l e o n ,  an d  C a rb o n e k ;  
A r t h u r ,  L a n c e l o t ,  a n d  M e r l in ;  h a z e l ,  r o s e s ,  and
g o ld - c r e a m e d  f l e s h :  i s  t h e r e  a  s i n g l e  o n e  o f  th em
t h a t  i s  n o t  i n  o u r  l a p s  r i g h t  now , s o  t o  s p e a k ?
I s  t h e r e  o n e  o f  th e m  t h a t  i s  o t i o s e ?  One o f  them  
t h a t  b e c k o n s  u s away f ro m  t h e  l i f e  we f i n d  i n  o u r  
o f f i c e s  a n d  k i t c h e n s  a n d  a lo n g  t h e  f r e e w a y s  o f  
C a l i f o r n i a ?  I f  L o g re s  i s  n o t  t o  d e c id e  o u r  a t t i ­
tu d e  i n  a  t r a f f i c  ja m , t h e n  o f  c o u r s e  G om orrah  
w i l l ,  an d  we w i l l  j o i n  t h e  a n g r y ,  h o n k in g  im b ro ­
g l i o .  I f  t h e  G r a i l  d o e s  n o t  n o u r i s h  u s ,  th e n  th e  
b i t t e r  d r i n k  o f  P ' o - l ' u  w i l l ,  an d  we w i l l  f i n d  
o u r s e l v e s  c u t t i n g  i n t o  t i c k e t  l i n e s  an d  g r a b b in g  
s e a t s  on  su b w ay s  an d  g e n e r a l l y  d e m a n d in g  o u r  
r i g h t s  w i t h  a  s h r i l l  a n d  t e s t y  v o i c e .
T he f i n a l  p iq u a n c e  a b o u t  W i l l i a m s 's  A r t h u r ­
i a d  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h a t  h e  w o u ld ,  w i th  a  w ry  
t w i s t  a t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  h i s  m o u th  a n d  a  m e r ry  
g l i n t  i n  h i s  e y e ,  t e l l  u s  t h a t  t h e  w h o le  w o rk  i s  
s u p e r f l u o u s .  T he d i v i n e  l a r g e s s e  d i d n ' t  h a v e  t o  
h a v e  W il l i a m s  t o  t e l l  u s  t h i s  s t o r y ,  any  m ore  
th a n  A r th u r  h a d  t o  h a v e  T a l i e s s i n  t o  command t h a t  
c h a r g e  a t  M ount B ad o n . A n o th e r  w o u ld  h a v e  
s e r v e d .  B u t w h a t  a  l o v e l y  t h i n g  i t  i s  t h a t ,  i n  
t h e  p l e n t i t u d e  o f  t h a t  l a r g e s s e ,  W il l i a m s  w a s ,  
i n  f a c t ,  c h o s e n  t o  s i n g  u s  t h e s e  s o n g s .  We w i l l  
m is s  t h a t  l a r g e s s e  w h o l ly  i f  we s u p p o s e  t h a t  
t h e s e  s o n g s  a r e  a n y th i n g  m ore th a n  s o n g s  a b o u t  
S o m e th in g  O th e r  an d  e v e n  m ore  s p l e n d i d  t h a n  th em ­
s e l v e s .
T H E  H U M A N IT Y  O F  S A M  G A M G E E
by Jerome Rosenberg
In m o s t s u c c e s s f u l  w o rk s  o f  f a n t a s y  t h e r e  
r e m a in s  a  k e y  t o  com m onp lace  r e a l i t y  w h ic h  a l l o w s  
t h e  r e a d e r  t o  r e l a t e  t o  t h e  o t h e r w i s e  a l i e n  e n ­
v i r o n m e n t  c r e a t e d  b y  t h e  w r i t e r  an d  t o  i d e n t i f y  
w i t h  i t .  The r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  s u c h  a  k e y  i s  v i t a l  
t o  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  w o rk s  c o n t a i n i n g  s u c h  a  s e c ­
o n d a ry  u n i v e r s e  r e m o te  fro m  l i f e  a s  we know i t .
I n  J .  R. R. T o l k i e n 's  L o rd  o f  th e  R in g s ,  we r e ­
l a t e  t o  t h o s e  th e m e s  w h ic h  r e v e a l  a n d  e v a l u a t e  
b r o a d  a s s u m p t io n s  a b o u t  t h e  hum an c o n d i t i o n  —  
m a n 's  s e n s e  o f  s e l f - p r e s e r v a t i o n ,  h i s  p a t r i o t i s m  
a n d  h e r o i s m ,  h i s  in n o c e n c e  an d  p r o v i n c i a l i s m ,  h i s  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  a n d  v i s i o n ,  h i s  a g g r e s s i v e n e s s  an d  
a p a th y ,  h i s  lo v e  o f  o t h e r s ,  h i s  g o o d n e s s ,  a n d  h i s  
c a p a c i t y  f o r  e v i l .  T o l k i e n 's  s u c c e s s  i n  h i s  t r i l ­
o g y , h o w e v e r ,  r e s t s  l a r g e l y  on  h i s  a b i l i t y ,  n o t  
o n ly  t o  p r e s e n t ,  b u t  t o  c a p t u r e  t h e s e  hum an 
d r i v e s  an d  t r a n s f e r  th e m  e m o t i o n a l l y  t o  t h e  a v ­
e r a g e  r e a d e r .  S uch  a r e a d e r  may b e  c o n c e r n e d  
l e s s  w i t h  t h e  d e p th  o f  t h e  a u t h o r ' s  m y t h i c a l  i n ­
s i g h t  a n d  t h e  s c o p e  o f  h i s  g r a n d i o s e  p a n o ra m a  
th a n  w i th  t h e  i n t e n s i t y  o f  hum an f e e l i n g  p o r ­
t r a y e d  by  t h o s e  c h a r a c t e r s  f a c e d  w i th  l i f e  i n  
M id d le  E a r t h ' s  c h a o t i c  w o r ld .  F o r  s u c h  a  r e a d e r ,  
Sam w ise Gamgee p r o v i d e s  a  g u id i n g  l i g h t  i n  an  
o t h e r w i s e  d a r k  an d  f o r e b o d in g  a d v e n t u r e .
S a m 's  r e a c t i o n s ,  r e a l l y ,  a r e  o f  t h e  m o s t 
m undane t y p e .  I t  i s  h e  w h o , on  b e in g  m ade a w a re  
o f  F r o d o 's  c h a r g e ,  s a y s  i n  e f f e c t ,  " L e t 's  s p l i t ! "  
Y e t i t  i s  a l s o  h e  w ho , l i k e  m o s t h u m a n s , p u t s  
down h i s  own s t r o n g e s t  f e e l i n g s  o f  s e l f - p r e s e r v a ­
t i o n  an d  m a rc h e s  h e a d lo n g  i n t o  t h e  f r a y .  T y p i c a l  
o f  S a m 's  r e a c t i o n s  i s  h i s  e a r l y  com m ent up o n  
b e in g  in f o r m e d  b y  t h e  W iz a rd  G a n d a lf  t h a t  h e  may 
go w i t h  F ro d o  w hen t h e  R i n g - b e a r e r  . l e a v e s  Bag 
E nd . D e s p i t e  h i s  e a v e s d r o p p in g ,  w h ic h  c l e a r l y  
r e v e a l s  t h e  p e r i l o u s n e s s  o f  F r o d o 's  j o u r n e y ,  S a m 's  
i n i t i a l  r e a c t i o n  t o  h i s  "g o o d "  f o r t u n e  i s ,  " 'M e , 
S i r !  . . . Me go  a n d  s e e  E lv e s  an d  a l l !  H o o r a y ! '"  
( I ,  9 8 ,  B a l l a n t i n e  e d i t i o n . ) !  H is  i s  a  t y p i c a l  
hum an r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  p r o s p e c t  o f  a d v e n t u r e ,  how­
e v e r  b u rd e n s o m e  t h e  r e a l i t y  o f  t h a t  a d v e n tu r e  may 
p r o v e  t o  b e .
S a m 's  e a r l y  e n th u s ia s m  s h o u ld  n o t  b e  t a k e n  
a s  s h a l lo w n e s s  on  h i s  p a r t .  I n d e e d ,  a  p o r t i o n  o f
h i s  h u m a n i ty  e v o lv e s  fro m  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h e  i s  a 
r a t h e r  w e l l - d e v e l o p e d  an d  d e v e lo p i n g  c h a r a c t e r .
T he d e p th  o f  h i s  p e r s o n a l i t y  i s  h i n t e d  a t  e a r l y  
i n  p a r t  I  o f  t h e  t r i l o g y  w h e re  h e  i s  d e p i c t e d  i n  
a  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  som e f e l l o w  h o b b i t s  w ho, t o  
b e  s u r e ,  a r e  a s  c o n v i n c i n g l y  hum an i n  t h e i r  g o s ­
s i p y  t r e a t m e n t  o f  i d e a s  a s  i s  Sam. Sam , h o w e v e r , 
i s  show n t o  b e  a  c u t  a b o v e  th e m  i n  i n t e l l e c t u a l  
f i b r e .  H a v in g  b e e n  t o l d  b y  h i s  m ore  s k e p t i c a l  
f e l l o w s  t h a t  t h e  t a l e s  o f  s t r a n g e  c r e a t u r e s  c r o s s ­
in g  t h e  l a n d  a r e  u n t r u e ,  "Sam s a t  s i l e n t  an d  s a i d  
no  m o re . He h a d  a  go o d  d e a l  t o  t h i n k  a b o u t .  F o r  
o n e  t h i n g ,  t h e r e  w as a l o t  t o  do up  i n  t h e  Bag 
End g a r d e n ,  an d  h e  w o u ld  h a v e  a  b u s y  d ay  to m o rro w , 
i f  t h e  w e a th e r  c l e a r e d .  The g r a s s  w as g ro w in g  
f a s t .  B u t Sam h a d  m ore  on h i s  m in d  th a n  g a r d e n ­
i n g .  A f t e r  a  w h i l e  h e  s i g h e d ,  an d  g o t  up and  
w e n t o u t  . . . .  He w a lk e d  home u n d e r  t h e  e a r l y  
s t a r s  th r o u g h  H o b b i tc n  an d  up  t h e  H i l l ,  w h i s t l i n g  
s o f t l y  a n d  t h o u g h t f u l l y "  ( I ,  7 4 - 7 5 ) .  T hough 
l i t e r a l l y  d o w n - t o - e a r t h  ( i t  i s  h e  w ho , a t  t h e  en d  
o f  t h e  War o f  t h e  R in g s ,  r e p l a n t s  t h e  d e f o l i a t e d  
S h i r e ) , Sam y e t  p o s s e s s e s  t h e  i n t e l l e c t  t h a t  a d d s  
hum an c o m p le x i ty  t o  h i s  s t a t u r e .
T h e s e  tw o s i d e s  o f  Sam , h i s  e n th u s ia s m  and  
h i s  t h o u g h t f u l n e s s ,  m e rg e  a f t e r  h e ,  F r o d o ,  a n d  t h e  
r e s t  o f  t h e i r  p a r t y  l e a v e  H o b b ito n  a n d ,  e a r l y  i n  
t h e i r  j o u r n e y ,  s p e n d  t h e  n i g h t  w i t h  t h e  E l v e s .  
S a m 's  b l i n d  e n th u s ia s m  f o r  t h e  E lv e s  h a s  c o o le d  
down so m e w h a t, b u t  w h a t  h e  h a s  l e a r n e d  fro m  them  
h a s  i n c r e a s e d  h i s  f a i t h f u l n e s s  t o  F ro d o  a n d  h i s  
d e s i r e  t o  s e e  t h i n g s  t h r o u g h ,  w h a te v e r  t h e  c o n s e ­
q u e n c e s .  Now, k n o w in g  t h e  d a n g e r  h e  m ig h t  b e  
p l a c i n g  h i m s e l f  i n ,  h e  s t i l l  w is h e s  t o  c o n t i n u e  
t h e  j o u r n e y .  F ro d o  h a s  j u s t  a s k e d  Sam w h a t  h e  
t h i n k s  o f  t h e  E l v e s :
"T hey  seem a bit above my likes and dislikes, so to  speak," 
answered Sam slowly. " I t  d o n 't seem to  m atter w hat I think 
about them . They are qu ite  d ifferent from  w hat I expected -  
so old and young, and so gay and sad, as it w ere."
F rodo looked a t Sam rather startled, half expecting to 
see som e outw ard sign of the  odd change th a t seemed to  have 
come over him. It did not sound like the  voice of the  old Sam
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Gamgee that he thought he knew. But it looked like the old 
Sam Gamgee sitting there, except th a t his face was unusually 
thoughtful.
"D o you feel any need to leave the Shire now — now that 
your wish to see them  has come true already?" he asked.
"Yes, sir. I d o n 't know how to  say it, but after last night 
I feel different. I seem to  see ahead, in a kind of way. I know 
we are going to  take a very long road, into darkness; bu t I 
know I can 't turn back. It isn 't to  see Elves now, nor dragons, 
nor mountains, that I w ant — I d o n 't rightly know what I want; 
but I have something to  do before the end, and it lies ahead, not 
in the Shire. I must see it through, sir, if you understand m e." '
"I d o n 't altogether. But I understand that Gandalf chose 
me a good companion. I am content. We will go together”
(I, 1 2 6 -2 7 ) .
S u s t a in i n g  h i s  hum ble p o s t u r e  th r o u g h  h i s  r a t h e r  
i n a r t i c u l a t e  e x p l a n a t i o n ,  Sam th u s  r e v e a l s  a 
v i s i o n  and  s t r e n g t h  o f  c h a r a c t e r  t h a t  a r e  b o th  
s u r p r i s i n g  and  p l e a s i n g  t o  F ro d o .
E ven  w i th  t h i s  new p e r s p e c t i v e  on  t h i n g s ,  Sam 
r e t a i n s  h i s  e s s e n t i a l  common to u c h ;  w hen F ro d o  
d e c id e s  t h a t  th e  t r a v e l l e r s  m u s t t a k e  a  h id d e n  
r o u t e  o f f  th e  m ain  r o a d  and  th u s  b y p a s s  a c e r t a i n  
i n n ,  Sam s a y s  h e  w i l l  go a lo n g  w i th  F ro d o . B u t 
h e  d o e s  s o ,  t h e  n a r r a t o r  a d d s ,  " i n  s p i t e  o f  p r i ­
v a t e  m is g iv in g  and  a  d eep  r e g r e t  f o r  t h e  b e s t  
b e e r  i n  t h e  E a s t f a r t h i n g "  ( I ,  1 2 8 ) .  E ven h i s  
a m b i t io n s  a r e  l e s s  th a n  h e r o i c ,  so m e th in g  m ore 
l i k e  h u m b le ; we l e a r n  t h a t  Sam w i l l  a c t  b r a v e l y  
i n  p u r s u i t  o f  h i s  s e r v i c e  t o  F ro d o  an d  t h e  o t h e r s  
( i n c lu d i n g  h i s  p o n y , B i l l ) , b u t  w hen F ro d o  com­
m en ts  a b o u t  S am 's  t a l e n t s  and  p r o p h e s i e s  S am 's  
h e r o i s m ,  S a m 's  r e a c t i o n  i s  a n y th in g  b u t  p ro u d :
" ' I  am l e a r n i n g  a l o t  a b o u t  Sam Gamgee on  th e  
jo u r n e y .  F i r s t  h e  w as a  c o n s p i r a t o r ,  now h e ' s  
a j e s t e r .  H e ' l l  end  up by  beco m in g  a w iz a r d  —  
o r  a  w a r r i o r ! 1 ' I  h o p e  n o t , '  s a i d  Sam. ' I  d o n ' t  
w an t t o  b e  n e i t h e r ! ' "  ( I ,  2 7 8 ) .  As i t  t u r n s  o u t ,  
Sam d o e s  becom e b o th  a d v i s o r  an d  w a r r i o r ,  th o u g h  
s t i l l  n o t  o f  h i s  own c h o o s in g  e n t i r e l y .  H av in g  
fo l lo w e d  F ro d o  to  a  s e c r e t  m e e t in g  and  l e a r n e d  
th e  d r e a d  s e c r e t  o f  w h a t w as t o  h a v e  b e e n  F r o d o 's  
s o l i t a r y  and  so lem n  m i s s i o n ,  Sam c a n n o t  c o n t a i n  
h im s e l f  and  jum ps fro m  h i s  h i d i n g  p l a c e  to  p r o ­
t e s t  t h e  c h a r g e  b e in g  g iv e n  h i s  m a s te r .  As a 
r e s u l t ,  Sam i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  accom pany  F ro d o : "Sam
s a t  dow n, b l u s h in g  and  m u t t e r i n g .  'A n i c e  p i c k l e  
we h a v e  la n d e d  o u r s e l v e s  i n ,  M r. F r o d o ! ' h e  s a i d ,
s h a k in g  h i s  h e a d "  ( I ,  3 5 5 ) .  Sam w i l l  a c c e p t  h i s  
r o l e ,  b u t  n o t  w i th o u t  p r o t e s t .
I n  t h e  a d v e n tu r e s  t h a t  f o l lo w  f o r  tw o m ore 
v o lu m e s , Sam c o n t i n u a l l y  g row s i n  c h a r a c t e r ,  a l ­
w ays v o ic i n g  a  d e s i r e  f o r  t h e  p e a c e  o f  hom e, b u t  
a lw a y s  r e s p o n d in g  h e r o i c a l l y  t o  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  
t h a t  k e e p  h im  from  t h e  c o m f o r t  and  s e c u r i t y  h e  so  
th o r o u g h ly  d e s i r e s .  T h ro u g h o u t t h e s e  a d v e n tu r e s ,  
F r o d o 's  own d e p e n d e n c e  upon  Sam s u g g e s t s  e v e n  m ore 
f u l l y  t h e  s t a t u r e  an d  h u m a n ity  o f  S a m 's  c h a r a c t e r .  
" 'W h e r e 's  S a m ? '"  —  a  q u e s t i o n  a s k e d  by  F ro d o  —  
becom es a  c o n s t a n t  r e f r a i n  a s  t h e  h o b b i t s  move 
e v e r  m ore c l o s e l y  to w a rd  M o rd o r. And i t  i s  a t  
M ordor t h a t  F r o d o 's  t r u s t  j u s t i f i e s  i t s e l f ,  a s  
S a m 's  c o u ra g e  and  i n s i g h t  p u l l  them  th r o u g h ,  e v en  
a s  h i s  p r i o r  human p i t y  f o r  t h e i r  enemy G ollum  
h e l p s  them  t o  a c h ie v e  s u c c e s s  i n  t h e i r  q u e s t ;  
f o r  by  a l l o w in g  G ollum  t o  l i v e ,  Sam th e r e b y  a l s o  
a l lo w s  t h a t  c r e a t u r e  t o  p l a y  th e  f i n a l  r o l e  i n  
t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  th e  R in g  o f  Pow er t h a t  h a s  
b r o u g h t  so  much e v i l  i n t o  t h e  w o r ld .  I t  i s  o n ly  
f i t t i n g  t h a t ,  a t  t h i s  c l i m a c t i c  m om ent, F ro d o  s a y s  
t o  Sam, " ' I  am so  g la d  yo u  a r e  h e r e  w i th  me. H e re  
a t  t h e  e n d  o f  a l l  t h i n g s ,  Sam ’ " ( I I I ,  2 7 7 ) .
S a m 's  c h a r a c t e r ,  t h e n ,  i s  a  p e r h a p s  n o t - s o -  
s t r a n g e  c o m b in a t io n  o f  v i l l a g e  g o s s i p ,  hum ble 
s e r v a n t ,  a b l e  w a r r i o r ,  k n o w le d g e a b le  s c o u t ,  f a i t h ­
f u l  f r i e n d ,  m e r c i f u l  enem y, and  h a r d - n o s e d  s k e p t i c  
who can  b e  i n c o r r e c t  i n  ju d g m e n t,  a s  h e  i s  i n  h i s  
e a r l y  m i s t r u s t  o f  S t r i d e r .  L a c k in g  th e  n o b i l i t y  
o f  A ra g o rn , t h e  g r a n d e u r  o f  t h e  E l v e s ,  t h e  h a r s h  
w isdom  o f  G a n d a l f ,  t h e  m i s s io n a r y  z e a l  o f  F ro d o , 
and  t h e  o t h e r  u to p i a n  v i r t u e s  o f  t h e  m ore i d e a l i z e d  
m em bers o f  t h e  n o v e l ' s  com m unity  (many o f  whom 
l e a v e  M id d le  E a r th  f o r  t h e  f a n t a s y  r e a lm  b ey o n d  
th e  S e a ) , Sam re m a in s  b e h in d ,  i n  t h e  r e a l  w o r ld  
o f  M id d le  E a r t h .  H ere  h e  m a r r i e s ,  p r o s p e r s ,  and  
f i n a l l y  g row s o l d , 2 h e l p i n g  a l l  t h e  w h i le  t o  b r i n g  
th e  w o r ld ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  h i s  s m a l l  p a r t  o f  i t  i n  t h e  
S h i r e ,  s u c c e s s f u l l y  i n t o  t h e  Age o f  Men —  men 
w hose v i r t u e s  an d  f la w s  a r e  so  r e f l e c t e d  i n  S am 's  
c h a r a c t e r .  Sam re m a in s  w i th  u s ,  r e t u r n i n g  home 
a t  t h e  e n d ,  w h e re  " t h e r e  w as y e l lo w  l i g h t ,  and  
f i r e  w i t h i n ;  an d  th e  e v e n in g  m e a l w as r e a d y ,  and  
h e  w as e x p e c te d "  ( I I I ,  3 8 5 ) .  H is  a d v e n tu r e s  o v e r ,  
Sam r e t u r n s ,  s i g h in g  h a p p i l y ,  t o  a common w o r ld  o f  
c o m f o r t  and  m u c h - w is h e d - f o r  p e a c e .
F o o t n o t e s
1 A l l  c i t a t i o n s ,  w i th  vo lum e and  p a g e  num bers 
f o l lo w in g  i n  p a r e n t h e s e s ,  a r e  fro m  th e  B a l l a n t i n e  
e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  J .  R. R. T o lk ie n  t r i l o g y ,  The L o rd  
o f  th e  R in g s  (New Y o rk , 1 9 6 5 ) , 3 v o l s .
2 A c c o rd in g  t o  t r a d i t i o n ,  Sam d o es  e v e n t u a l l y  
p a s s  o v e r  S e a ,  a s  t h e  l a s t  o f  t h e  R in g - b e a r e r s .
B u t we l e a r n  t h i s  i n f o r m a t io n  o n ly  i n  t h e  a p p e n d i­
c e s  ( I I I ,  4 7 2 ) ;  w i t h i n  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  p r o p e r ,
S a m 's  com m onplace h u m a n ity  i s  s u s t a i n e d ,  and  i n  
f a c t  e m p h a s iz e d  by T o lk i e n ,  to  t h e  v e ry  e n d .
M O V IN G  ?
P eop le  a r e  co n s tan tly  m oving, and th is  does c au se  p ro ­
b lem s  w ith g e ttin g  m a il to  th e m  a t th e i r  new and c o r r e c t  
a d d re s s .  C hanges of up to  20% in  th e  m a ilin g  l i s t  betw een  
is s u e s  c a n  o c c u r  b e c a u se  of change of a d d re s s .  Due to  the 
de lay  in  th is  is s u e , we can  ex p ec t m o re  ch an g es. P le a s e  
k eep  th e  S ocie ty  in fo rm ed  of y o u r c o r r e c t  m a ilin g  a d d re s s  
by w ritin g  to  Box 4671, W h ittie r , C a lifo rn ia  90607.
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